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Smart jewelry design concepts and devices are mostly 
created outside of the actual field of jewelry design. It 
is essential to include many perspectives and stake-
holders in the design process. Easy to use low-fi proto-
typing toolkits can open concept creation possibilities 
for wider audiences. In this paper, we present our 
study, where service design is combined with prototyp-
ing smart jewelry concepts with children that could be 
used during their sickness period, e.g. Covid quaran-
tine. 

Left: Professional goldsmith wax for prototyping and modeling 
used with lost wax casting jewellery. Right: Finished cast silver 
pendant.

Toolkit design for workshops
We seek to refine a suitable toolkit set where service 
design and jewelry design could be integrated. 

Toolkit suitable for all skill levels and ages
We approached the concept creation and prototyping 
with a methodology resembling designing precious jew-
ellery with jewellery designer hard wax. While hard wax 
is mostly available for professionals only the toolkit ma-
terials are easily available and safe to use for all. 

By involving the users and stakeholders it is more prob-
able that their needs will be heard and attended. Famil-
iar materials for everyone to play with allows the shap-
ing into different form factors without limiting creativity 
which e.g. ready-made modules could do. 

The results of the initial workshop reported in this 
paper were encouraging, and functions as a basis and 
main component for the low-fi smart jewelry toolkit we 
will use in the follow-up workshops.

We conducted a concept creation design session with 
children (n=4) where children were provided with play 
dough, polymer clay and stickers resembling buttons as 
low-fi prototyping materials. The task for children was 
to imagine and make a jewelry type of smart device 
which they could use during Covid-19 isolation to keep 
in touch with friends or family, or which could tell them 
something health related information.
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